Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 



Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 



About Google Book Search 



Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




THE 



U I V E .-S s ./ 

- . , •- - •• # 

Travels & Sufferings 



OF THE IIOLY 



EVANGELISTS 



AND 



•WITH THEIR M/U^TRDO.MS, FOR 
PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF 
OUR LORD 



Jefbs Chrifb. 



. ; By J. TAYLOR, B, D. 

for CHAPMAN WHITCOMB. 



Digitized by 



Google 






•J 



n 



y Google 





THE 

L I V E S 



OF THS HOLT 

Evangelifts and Apoftles. 

TO THE READER. 

FTe(i the diicipl es had been fpeiflatois of our 
j^L bleffe4 Redeemer’s afcenfion into heaven, they 1 e- 
ta*Sed to Jd ufalem, and continued there in prayers and 
fuppfications in their diftiefted condition, the whole cit5 r : j 
being fet againft thefe poor innocent people -, they had 
neither land* lior revenues to maintain them nor friends 
at court to fupport them againft their enemies, to whom 
the name of Jefus was hateful, and his followers reck - 
oned to be adversaries to the government ; and 
though, in this forlorn ft ate, they comforted tliemielves 
with the precious promifes their dear Mafter left then: 
at his departure, yet their prefent condition ibemcr^ 
very deplorable to human appearance ; but after they 
had continued thus difconfolate about ten days, our 
blefled Lord performed his promife, fending the Ho)/ 
Ghoft, the comforter, by whom they received forti - 
tude and courage to go forth into the world, and by 
having the gift of tongues, and fpeaking to the*, un- 
der (landing of people of all nations ahd languages, 
they were capable of inftrufting them in the higheft 
myfteries of chriftianity, to convince and confound 
their moll fubtle oppofers with thefe divine aids ; they 
preached with fuch efficacy tint St. Peter converted 
three thoufand fouls in one day, by one fermon, and 





\ The LIFE of Sr. MATTHE W. 

in a fe.v years the chriftian do&rinc was fo difperfed 
over the world, that the Jlpuaan empexors were appre- 
henfive of their numbers ; mod countries under the 
empire being fUled ^yith multitudes rof them; and in 
process of time! though they* differed the greateft 
« torments from their enemies, yet their faith triumphed 
over the tortures, whips, and fwords of llie mighty* 
tyrants of the earth, when there was n<x temptation of 
profit, pleafpre or advantage ; but on the contrary, 
pain, mifery, and the mod cruel deaths attended them. 

After the death of Judas the traitor, who fix ft hanged 
himfelf, and falling headlong from the ‘ gibbet, he 
‘ burd afunder in the midd, and all, his bowels gulhed 
‘ out.* It is recorded that the apodles went into feveral 
c.Hintries to puhlilh the ‘glad tidings of lalvation ; of 
whole pVeaching and martyrdom, I dial! give a brief 
account, aud begin with St. Matthew. 

J. Taylor, 

*i g - ~mf vr r ywwy p if * ^ F »*^*?** 

?Z- LIFE tin l nin‘};rdnm<, off* r. M A T T H E W* 

fh j tn l Rvxiitg a iifti i oh? npas jtxfti with a kul- 

l>cri i i I'tlnoj) a, . 

i 

His fedival is by the Wedern Church celebrated 
September 21. 

QT. MATTHEW, alfo called Levi, of a city be- 
. IJ' longing to the tribe of Zebulon, where our Saviour 
was brought up, was the fon of Alpheus and Mary, Af- 
ter or kinfwoman to the bleifed vitgin. His way of life 
was that of a publican or toll gatherer, an office fcan- 
dalous among the Je"..s, though a place of credit, pow- 
er, arid reputation among the Romans, and conferred 
upon knights and perfons of quality, they were cov- 
etous and great oppreffors ; of* which doubtlefs 
Zac hens, one of them, was fenfible, when after his 
converbon he offered four fold in Way of reftitution, 
to «thofe from whom he had taken any thing by fraud 
an j evil praftices; and upon this account the publicaps 
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became infamous among Gentiles alfo. The Jews 
detected them* becaufe their tribute was not only « 
grievance to their purfes, but an invafion of the lib- 
cities of their nation, they being declared immediate- 
ly by God himfelf* a free bom people, and therefore 
reckoned this as a Handing inftance of their flavery ; fo 
: that thefe officers- were abhorred by them to that degree,' 
that it was unlawful to ihew them any common kind- 
tiefs. 

Of this employment was St. Matthew, who is thought 
to have gathered the cuftoms of luch goods as came by 
fea from Galilee, and the pay of pafiengers that went 
by water ; they kept their cuflom houfe by the fea fide, 
to be near at hand, and here it>vas that St. Matthew 
bad his office, or receipt of cuftojn ;• when our Saviour 
having cured a man grievoufly tortured with a palfy, 
t ethred, out td Capernaum, to the fea fide, where be 
taught the people that follwed him in great numbers, 
and: efpying Matthew fitting in his office, called him to 
come and follow him ; the man was rich having a gain- 
ful trade, yet he left all his interefts and relations to 
become our Lord’s difciple. * 

Aiter he was elefted into the apoftlefiilp, he continued 
with the reft, till our Lotd*s afeeniion, and then for the 
firft eight years, it i» recorded, he preached up and 
down Judea, after which being to betake himfelf to 
the coqverfion of the gentile world, the converted- 
Jews intreated him to commit to writing, the hiftory 
of our Lord's life and a^fions, to leave it as a ftanding 
record of what he had preached to them, accordingly 
he compofed 'his golpel. We have little account of the 
bufferings and troubles he mtCfefwent for the advance- 
ment of the chriftian faith. Some w r rite^ that he went 
into Parthia, and having fuecefsfulfy planted the gofpel 
in thofe parts, he travelled thence into ^Ethiopia, where 
by his preaching and mh'acles, he mightily triumphed 
over error and idolatry. 

As to the manner of his death* it is related by fome 
that he went into the country of the Canibals, or 
Hmaneaters, \yhcre Chiift appeared to him in the form 
of a beautiful youth, and gave him a wand, which he | 
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pitched ip the grpupd, it iip mediate? 7 greyr ;pp into ^ 
tree ; that he alfo rmtafulpijfly converted the prince of 
the country, and pftpr all, died in peace,and wa^ ipdft 
fumpUiouJly buried : B#t others of the aqcients, wijh 
as much probability affirpi, th^t he fuffet^d » 

or was flain with a iyvord pt a city in ^thjqpia. 

He was a great inftance how mush power relig^n 
lias to alter the t£jfr\pef of, man, who being a fir anger 
to Clirift, and in very advantageous worldhr circum- 
ftances, yet np foonef did our bleffed Redeemer call 
him; than without the leaftfcruple or diflatisfa^lion, be 
not only renoutrced his gaiftful incomes, but hazayded 
ihe difpleafure of his maH.ers, the Romans, in whofefer- 
yice he was employed, -to leave lfis accounts entangled ' 
and confufed behind him. 

This apollle having written his gafpel, as we have 
laid, at the entreaty of the Jewilh Converts ; tho.ugh 
others fay, it was by the command of the a;>pliles, while 
he was in Palelline, eight years after- our Savipqr’s 
crucifixion, it was carried.by St. Bartholomew into In- 
dia and left there; he writ it in Hebrew, jhs primarily 
defigned-for the life of his coutrymen* I,t was, no 
doubt, foon after tran Hated into Greek, fome fay, by , 
St. John, others, by St. James the lcis. 

. This Hebrew copy was found at Tiberias,- by Jofe- 
phus, a Jew and after his converfion^a roan of great 
honour and efteem in the days of Conftantine the great; 
one of the ancients allures us, the?e w>as another copy 
kept in the library of Caefafea in his time, and .another 
by tire Nazarenes at Berasa, from whom he had tjie 
liberty to tranferibe it, and afterwards tranflated it in- 
to Greek and Latin. 

A copy alfo of this gofpel was dug out of the grave 
of Barnabas, at Cyprus, transcribed with his own hand, 
but thefe copies are long fmee perilhed. 
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The I?IFE of %i? K MARK the ev&ngcl\fl: x who was 
dragged through the jlr&U in a, city in Egypt 9 . till he ex- 
pfrtd* ' ^ *• 

His feftivjd fcofcferyed by the Roman Gfefcrch April z j. 

T HOUGH this great Evangelift feems to have a 
Roman name, Mark, or Marcus, yet doubtlefs, 
he was botn of Jewifti parents, originally defcended 
from the tribe of Levi, and of /the prieftly line ; die 
reafonfor his changing his name from Jewdh to Roman, 
was probably from fome great accident of his life, ul- 
na! among the Jews, when travelling to the Eufopean 
provinces of the Roman empire, he being then going 
to Italy and Rome. \ 

By the ancients he is thought to be one of the feven- 
ty difciples, who taking exception at our Savour’s, dif- 
courfe ©f ‘eating his flefh and drinking his blood,’ went 
back and walked no more with him at that time, but 
was feafonably reduced and reclaimed by St.Peterjbut 
others as ftrenuonfly affirm that he was then no hearer 
nor follower of Chrift, and therefore could be none of 
them who upoh that occalion forfook him ; he was 
converted by fome of the $poftles,and Piebably by St. 
Peter who calls him his Ion Marcus, and who was his 
conftant attendant m his travels, and faid to be his 
Amanuenfis, or writer of what the apoftles dilated, 
and likewife his* interpreter, for though the apoftlts 
were divinely mfpired and had the gift of languages, 
yet the interpretation cf tongues was a privilege more 
peculiar to fome than others. This might probably 
be St. Mark’s talent, expounding St. Peter’s difcourfes 
and writings to thofe who did not under ft and them. 

He y accompanied St. P/ter in his apoftolicalprogi ejl, 
in Preaching the gofpcl in Italy and Rome, as it is 
related, where, at the requell of the chriftians In thofe 
parts he compofed his gofpel. By St. Peter he was lent 
to plant chriftianity in Egypt, and refided in andabput 
Alexandria, for fometime, and was fo iucceisfui in his ^ 
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minlftr y, that he converted multitudes of all ranks and 
degrees to4hc embracing of the chrifUan faith, and an 
extraordinary Arid profdEon thereof. 

Sft Mark did not confine his mioiftry to Alexandria 
and the eaftern parts of Egypt, but travelled well ward 
to L*ybia, Mar maria, Pentapolis, where, though the 
people were barbarous, and idolatrous, yet by hie 
preaching and miracles the gofpel prevailed, he not 
leaving mem till be had gained and confirmed them in 
the profeffion of the faith ^returning to Alexandria;he 
preached fieeJy, and fet in order the affairs of the 
church the governors and pallors of it; but the refUefs 
enemies of the fouls of men, would notiuffei him long 
to live in quiet. 

About the tirocofEaflerheppened the great folemnil? 
of the Egyptian deity, Serapi*; when the minds of the 
people being paffionately excited to a vindication of the 
honour of the-:r heathen Idol, broke in upon St, M^rk , 
in the time of divine worfh p,and binding bis feet with 
cords, dragged him through the greets to a precipice 
near the fea,and thruft him into prifon for that night; 
where he was encouraged by a divine vifion to continue 
coaftant under the ruins of bis fhattered body. Early 
the next morning thefe blood hounds renewed their 
barbarities, dragging him about in the lame manner, 
> til 1 his flefh being raked off* and his blood Aicaming ' 
aU the way, bis fpirits failed him and he expired ; but 
their malice ended not with his life ; for it' is recorded, 
that when he was dead, they burnt his body, and the 
chriftians carefully gathered his afhes, decently buried 
them near the place where be was wont to preach, and 
put them into an urn, which with much iblcmnity, was 
afterwards removed from Alexandria to Venice, where, 
we are told it now lies interred, and is religioufly 
honoured by the people; St. Mark being adopted to 
be the tutelar St. of that republic* and has as magnifi- 
cent a church eretfed to his memory, as the world can 
boaft of. He is reported to have fuffered martyrdom 
April 25. But whether in the reign of Claudius or 
Nero is uncertain. As to his perfon, he was of amid^ 
die ftature,as the ancients record, of a comely pi efence,. 
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hisnofe long, his eye* fall of amiablenefs, and all the 
defirable qualities 6f a lovely perfon. 

The converts at Rome, not content to have heard 
$t. Peter pleach, preffed St. Mark, as we have faid, to 
commit to writing what he preached to them, by way 
of hjftory, which he performed with much faithfulnefs 
and brevity^ all which St. Peter, it is faid, perufedand 
ratified wbffi hisapoftolical authority, commanding it to 
be owned and preferved with the reft, of the canonical 
fcripture ; and his great impartiality in his relation 
doth clearly appear that he is fo far from concealing, or 
modifying the fhameful fall and denial of his dear 
Mailer, and tutor St Peter, to whom he wasfo deeply 
engaged in the bonds of love, that he records it with 
fame particular weighty circumftances, & aggravations, 
which the other evangeiifu have thought fit to omit. 

Some affirm, that his gofpel was written originally in 
the Latin tongue, becaufe he publifhed it at Rome ; 
but it is manifeft, by the molt ancient authority, that 
the Jews who heard St. Mark preach, being ftrangers 
at Home, knew but very little Latin, the Greek being 
atthattime the mofl fafhionable and communicative 
language in the world ; nor can any good reaibn be 
affigned, why it ihould be more inconvenient for St. 
Mark to write his golpel in Greek for the ufe of the 
Romans, tiran that St. Paul lhould in that very lang- 
uage write his epiftle to the cjiurch there. 

The original Greek copy, written, with St. Mark’s 
own hand, is faid to be extant at Venice to this day, 
being written, as fome inform us, atAquilea,and thence, 
after many hundred years, tianfmitted to Venice, 
where it is ftill preferved as an ancient monument, tjut 
the letters, fp defaced by time, as not to, be legible ; 
hut it being qf no confluence as to the authertficacy 
of its original it i§ not worth contending fpr. . 

The LIFE of Sr, LUKJZ the Epcwjplift, who was hang • 
ed upon an olive tree in Greece 
His F$ftival is obf^rved 0&. 18. 

S T. LURE wa§ born at Antioch, metropolis of 
.Syria, eminent fqr the pie at ^ntneis of its fqijh the 
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riches of its traffic, the wifdom of its fenate, the leara- 
ing of its profeflors, and the civility and politenefs of 
the inhabitants : celebrated by the pens offome of the 
moll eloquent of that age ; but particularly renowned 
for the honour, that here it was the difciplcs were firft 
called Chriflians. It is recorded, that he ftudied at 
moft fchools both of Greece and Egypt,- whereby he 
became learned in all human fc’ences, but he more 
particularly applied himielf to the pra&ice of phyiic, 
for which the Grecian academies were very famous, 
hefides- which he is laid to be fkilled intheartof paint- 
ing, and three or four famous pieces are ffiewetf in Ita- 
ly , faid to be of his drawing ; there is alfo an ancient 
infcription in the Via Laftea at Rofne in an old vault 
near the church of St. Mary,fuppofed to have been the 
place where St* Paul dwelt, wherein mention is made 
of tbe picture of the blefled Virgin, which the Italians 
call a Madona, or lady, which, 'With fix others, Were 
drawn by the fame Evangelrh. 

St. Luke was no doubt a Jewifli ptofelyte, Antioch 
abounding with men of that nation* who had their 
fynagogues and fchools of education, and fuppofed to 
be one of the feventy di/ciples, and likewife one of the 
two who were going to Emmaus, to whom the Lord 
appeared in the way j the'fe fcem only conjetfures ; 
for befides other argument®, he himfelf confefleth 
plainly, 4 That he Was from the beginning an eye 
4 witncfs and minifter of thr word It is therefore 
more probable that he w r as converted by St. Paul during 
his abode in Antioch, and became ever after his in- 
feparable companion, and fellow labourer in the work 
' ef theminiftry, efpecially after his goinginto Mace- 
donia, from which time f in recording the hiftory of 
St. Paul’s travels, he upon all oceafion fpeaks of him- 
felf in his own perfon ; he attended him in all his dan- 
gers, and at his feveral arrangments at Jerufalem, and 
m his hazardous voyage to Rome ;and *tis probaWe he 
did not leave St. Paul till he had finifhed his courfe, 
and crowned all his fufferings with martyrdom ; though 
; fome aver that he left the ape Ale at Rome, and return- 
ed back into the eafl, travelling into Egypt, and the 
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parts of Lybia, where according to his cuftom, he 
preached the gofpel, wrought miracles, converted 
multitudes, conftituted minifters, and that himfelf be* 
came bifhop of Thebais. 

He wrote two books for the ufe and benefit of the 
Church, hisgofpel, and the hiftory of the adhof the 
Apoftles, both which he dedicated to Theophilus ; 
feme of the ancients fuppofe this to be a feigned name, ' 
denoting no more than ‘A lover of God,’ a title com- 
mon to every chriftian* Others, that it was the prop- 
er name of fome particular perfon, the ftile of Mod 
Excellent being in thofe times the proper form of ad- 
drefs to princes and great men ; and that he was of 
confular dignity and nobleman of Antioch, who, 
when converted by St. Peter, gave his houfc to the 
church for their public and folemn worship * and oth- 
ers think he might be fome chief man in authority, 
whom St. Luke had converted and baptized, to whom 
he dedicated thefe books as a teilimony of honoura- 
ble refpe&, and a mean of giving him farther light in- 
to the cert&inty of thofe things, wherein he had been 
inftru&ed by him ; he exprefsly telling us, ‘ That his 
intelligence in thefe matters was derived from fuch as 
were eye witnefTes and minifters of the word from the 
beginning/ having delivered nothing in his whole 4iii- 
*y but what he had immediately received from per- 
sons prefent at and particularly concerned in the things 
he has left upon record. 

The occafron ofhis writing his gofpel feems to be 
partly to prevent thofe falfe and fcandalous reports, 
which even at drat time were raifed by the enemies to 
the*cbriftian name ; and par dy to fupply what was 
wanting in the two evangelifts who writ before him ; 
which fupplement is particularly noted throughout his 
whole hiftory, by fome of the primitive fathers ; the 
fubje£l matter of the fame being an account of what 
relates to Chrift’s prieftly office, and therefore the an- 
cients, ijt accommodating the prophet EzekiePs vifipn 
or four fymbolical reprefen tatiens to the four evarf- 
gelifti affigned the ox, or calf, to St. Luke. 

His hiftory of the apoftolic a&s was undoubtedly 
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X 

written at Rome, at the end of St. Paul'* twb years^ 
iOTprifomhent there, with which he concludes his ftory; 
which contains the a&ions and fometimes the buffer- 
ings of iome of the chief apoftles, particulatly’ of St. 
Paul, whofe activity iri the caufe of Chrift; aiKl tire 
gofpel, made him have a deeper ihare both in doing 
t and fuffering; and St. Luke- befog his condant attend- 
ant, and an eye-witnefs of the moft coftfiderable tranf- 
a&ioris of his life* after bis convetfiony Was the more 
capable of giving an accurate relation of them; among 
other things he records thole* wonderful miracles* 
which the apoftles wrought for confirmation'' of the 
do&rine they daily preached. lit both" thefe: books 
his ftyle is clear, flowing with a natural (Wee tneft and 
grace, he was faithful’ in his relations, elegant in his 
writings as a mini ft er ; devout and pious as achriftian ; • 
careful and diligent for the good of fowls, and, to 
crown all, laid down his life for the teftimony of the 
gofpel, which he had preached and pUblifhed to the 
wdrld. 

An ancient author labours to prove, that he fufffer- 
cd martyrdom at Rome, after St. Paul’s firift imprif- 
onment there and therefore did no farther profecuite 
the hiftory of the acts of the apoftles, which he would r 
undoubtedly have done, had he lived any confiderable 
time after St. Paul’s departure. But Nicephdms givfcs 
a particular account, that travelling into Greece, he* 
fuccefsfully preached, and baptized many convert^ tb‘ 
the chriftian faith, which fo enraged the barbarians, 
that a crew of villains laying hold of him, tortured- 
him in a moft violent manner, and then dragging him ' 
to execution, defjgned to crucify him, but coming to * 
the place where they intended to perpetrate the reft 
of their villainy, they could not find a crofs to fix him ' 
upon, but lighting upon an olive tree they hanged him 
thereon, in the eighty fourth year of his age. Hrs 
body was with great folemnity buried at Conftantrfto- 
ple, by the command of Conftantine the great* and of 
his fon, in the famous church ere&ed there v to ’ the 
memory of the afbftles. 
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LIFE .of St. JO kit N the Evangeltjl an SlpoJlh t 
who was put into a chaldron of fc aiding oily and 
ejcaped unhurt . 

His Feftival'is celebrated December 27- 

S T. JOHN was a Galilean, the fon of £ebedee and 
Salome, younger brother to St. James, together 
with whom he was employed in *fifhing : Befoie his 
coming to Chrift, he leems for fome time to have been 
-a, difciple to John the baptift, being probably that other 
difciple that was with Andrew, when they left the 
-Baptift to follow our faviour ; fo particularly does he 
lelate all circpmftances 0 f thefe tranfa&ions, though 
modeftly, as in other parts of tfye gofpel, concealing 
his own name. 

* There is not much mention of him in facred Writ, 
•more than what is recorded of fiim in conjunction with , 
his brother James, he was peculiarly dear to his Lord 7 
.aand Mafter, being ‘the difciple whom.jei'us loved, * 
witnefs his lying in our Saviour’s bofom at the pafchal 
fupper ; as alfo when Peter was defirous to know which 
,of them our redeemer meant, \'hen he f id, One of 
* them lhall bettay him,’ and durft not himfeif propound 
the queftion, he made ufe of St. John to alk our L01J, 

* indeed when Chrift wa$ firft apprqhended, he fled with 
; the ether apoftles, it not being without probability of K 
Teafon that the ancients conceived him to have been 
that young man, who followed after our Saviour, having 
jl linen cloth caft about his naked body, whom, when 
the officers laid hold upon, he left the cloth, and f&d 
naked from thern^ ; but though efcaped qt prefent, to 
avoid that fudden violence, which was offered him , 
yet foon recovered himfeif, and returned t© leek his 
Mafter, and waited upon him through the federal paf- 
iages of his trial till his crucifixion. Mere it ivas that 
our Saviour, appointed him guardian of his mother, and 
made him a part of his charge and care. At the fiift 
news of our Lord’s refurre&ion, he accompanied Peter 
to the fepulchre, thefe two apoftles haying a more 
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mutual intimacy than any of the reft, and had nln many 
hazards together, and adhered clofeJy to one another 
upon all occafions. 

-The ancients fay, that after the death of the blelTed 
- virgin, St John went into Afia, and applied himfelf 
wholly to the propagation of chriftianity, having planted 
feveral famous churches there : after fome years con- 
tinuance there, he was accufed to Domitian, the bloody 
perfecuting Roman emperor, as a fubverter of the reli- 
gion of the empire, by whofe commands the conful of 
Afia fent him bound to Rome, where, it is related, he wa« 
put into a chaldron of burning oil, but the divine 
Providence delivered this holy man from his feeming 
inevitable deftra&ion unhurt ; the cruel emperor nbt 
being fatisfied with this, order’d him to be banifhed to 
Patmos, a defolate ifland in Greece, where be remained ' 
feveral years, mftrufting the inhabitants hi the faith 
of Chrift. Here it was that about the latter end 
of Domitian’s reign, he wrote his book^of the. revela- 
tions. 

Bloody Domitian, being taken out of the Way, Coc- 
ceus Narva fucceeded in the empire, who being of a mil-, 
der temper, repealed the barbarous edifts of his pre- 
deceffor ; recalling thofe that were banifhed for the chrif- 
tian name ; whereupon St. John left Patmos and return- ‘ 
ed ipto Afia, fixing his tefidence at Ephefus, where it is, 
faid he wrote his gofpel; he writ alfo thfee epi files, which 
with the apocalypfe, are all repofed in the facred canon, 
ai^d univerfally admired. He lived till the time of the 
emperor Trajan, about the beginning Of whofe reign 
he departed this life about the ninety ninth year of bif 
age, as is generally thought. But others fuppdfed he 
died a tnaftyr, becaufe our Saviour told him and his 
brothers, ‘ That they fhduld drink of the cup, and be 
‘baptized with the baptifm wherewith he was baptized ; 
which w r as indeed literally fulfilled With Mi brother 
James ; yet though lie wai not murdered, he may be 
truly ftiled a martyr, his being put into a veflh! ©f 
fealding oil, as we have noted, his many years banifh*- 
went, and other fufierings for thecaufe of Chuff, juftly 
_ challenging that title ; it being not want of good will 
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cithey in him or hi$ enemiesjbut the divine Providence 
immediately overruling the powers by nature, that 
prevented the malice ofhis adversaries fiom putting 
their cruel, intentions into execution. , 

Others deny that he died at all* but is dill alive ; 
The occasion of which erior is founded upon what 
palled between our bleffed Saviour and St. Peter, con- 
cerning this apoftle ; for Chrill having told Peter what 
Should he his own fate, Peter enquires what fhould 
become of St. John, to whom put Lord anfwered, ‘If 

* I will that he tarry till l Come, what is that fo thee :* 
which was mifunderftood by the apoftles, though St. 
John himfelfjwho re cords that paifagejinfertsacaution. 

* That Jefus did not lay he fhould not die.’ From the 
fame original alfo came the tradition, that he only lay 
fleeping in his grave atEpheius, which (lory along 
time current, tie fee ms to have always led a (ingle life, 
and fo the ancients tell us, that all the apoftles were 
married except St. John and St. Paul. He had no great 
advantages by human learning, but his want of it was 
abundantly lupplied in his excellent temper of mind,, 
and the furniture of divine graces which he was adorned 
vith. His humility was admirable, ftudioufly con- 
cealing his own worth and honour. He discovered a 
mighty affe&ion to the fouls of men, unweaiied in 
(pending himlelf for the fervice of the gofpel ; travel- 
ling from eaft to well to leven the world with that 
holy religion which he wasfent to piopagate ; h$ was 
extremely vigilant againd heretics. Countermining 
their artifices, antidoting againft the poifon of their 
errors, and avoiding all communion and converfation 
with; their peifons. 



Tkt L,IFE<?f Sf. PETER the / Ipoftle , who was crucijkj, 
1 at Rojhs with his head downward. ' 

' His Fe Rival is celebrated by the Church, June 20. 

S T. PETER was bom at Bethfaida, a place that had 
the honour of our Saviour’s prefence, who refiding 
finally in thole parts, did often iefort taither. He is 



Digitized by Google 




1 6 The LIFE of St. PETER. 

generally thought to be but ten years older than hi& 
mafter, whith his married condition, and the refpeft 
fhewed him by the reft of the apoftles^ for his gravity, 
of perfon, with other circumftances, feem to confirm.' 
Being circuracifed according to the law, his name then 
given him was Simon, to which ourblefled Lord added 
that of Cephas, fignifying a ftone, or rock, which is* 
Peterin Englifh. He was brother to St. Andrew the 
apoftle, who firft broughthim to the knowledge of the 
gofpel. Their father was Jonah of Bethfaida, proba- 
bly a fiftierman, who had the honour, as well as Zebp- 
dee, to have each of them two of their fons among our 
Saviour’s apoftles though but twelve in number. Peter, 
was employed in fiihing in the fea of Galilee, being 
one hiindted furlongs in length, and forty in breadth , 
the water clear and fweet, and ftored with fcveral forts- 
of choice fiih. 

And here let us admire at the wonderful methods of 
divine providence, that fuch low and' mean men fhould 
be armed with divine power, to ruin the kingdom 
of Satan. The vile apoftate, Julian, objefted agaihftr 
the prophets of the old teftarhent, that they were a com- 
pany of rude illiterate men ; but we find that tjiefe?* 
unlearned men and innocent apoftles, by the affiftance 
of the Almighty, fuddenly and powerfully prevailed 
over the learned world. Our Saviour defigning to cleft 
fome peculiar perfons to propagate his gofpel through 
all nations, made choice of twelve to be his apoftles, 
andSimon Peter is, by the evangelifts, put in the front 
of them. 

It may be enquired when and by whom the apoftles 
weie baptized ; Nicephorus relates. That of all the 
apoftles, Chrift baptized none but Peter with his own 
hands, and Peter baptized Andrew and the two fons 
of Zebedee, and the reft of the apoftles. A*non^[ the , 
^ twelve, our Saviour chofe three, who feem to be his 
near intimate companions, and whom he let into; the 
jnoft fecret paflages and trail faftions of his life, namely, 
Peter, James and John, they being with him at theraif- 
ing of Janus’ daughter, as alfo at his transfiguration on 
the mount, where Peter defired our Lord, thafche might 
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build three tabernacle s in memory of that great tranf- 
a&ion j one autnor writes, that in purl nance of this pe* 
tiuon, Tiler e were afterwards tbre/; churches buiit up* 
jq4 the top of this mountain $ and one writer reports, 
Tuat, in his time, they ihowed the ruins of thefe three 
tabernacles, which were built according to .St. Pctcx’jr 
defire. 

After pur t,ord had entered Jerufalem in triumph* 
he retired to Bethany, and difpaiched Peter and John, 
to make a preparation for the patFaver $ accordingly 
they -found the perfon whom he had defer ibed to them* 
and followed him to his home, which whether * it waa 
St. John the evangel ift’s fituate near Mount Sion, or 
Simon the ieaper, or Hichodemus, or Joieph of Ar* 
imathea, is uncertain. Thefe two, with St. James* 
accompanied, him to the garden in his agony $ and 
Eufebius writes, That even in his time, chxiftians w ere 
wont to pome hither foiemnly to offer up, their prayers 
%& God, and Chi id Jefus. Our Lord being aieended 
kuo heaven, and having fulfilled his piomife of fending 
the Holy Ghoil, the apodies and difciples continued 
awhile at Jet uialem, being toiled about with gentle 
ftorms, but upon occahon of the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, a violent persecution fell upon them, which 
diiperted them into ieveial countries, about the end of 
the reign of Caligula, that barbarous Roman emperor 5 
Peter having vi died tjio churches, returned to Jerufa- 
)e a, and Herod Agrppa, grand ion to Herod the great, 
having attained the kingdom of Judea, he, to ingratiate 
himfetf with the people, put St. James to death ancl 
$udmg this graceful to tne vulgar, apprehended St.Peter^ 
and fent him to prifon, placing iirong guards to lecure 
him, but the angel of the Lord delivered him uTthe 
Wight before his enemies defignedto execute him 5 but 
before this he is faid to have gone down to Antioch, and 
to have planted the chrilfian faith, and founded a 
chu. eh there, as Eufebvus and others record. 

After thi&he went to Rome, about the fecond year 
of the emperor Claudius, and being mindful of the 
churches which he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, 
Capadocia, Bychinia, and Ada the Ids, wrote his fiift 

* 
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epiftle to them, and then took care to propagate the 
chriftian faith in the weftern part of ihe world, after he 
had continued fome yeai s at Route, the Jews -raifin^ 
ieditious tumults in the city, they were banilhed from 
thence ; among whom was St. Peter, who from theitee 
returned back to Jerufaletn, and was prefent at the great' 
apeftoiical fynod, where the controversy about Mo atcaP 
rites was determined ; iome report, that he was in Brit- 
ain, and converted many to chriftianity : But towards 
the end of Neto’s reign he returned to Rome, where he 
found the people’s minds hardened againft embracing 
the chrillian religion, by the fubtilt es and magic arts of 
Simon Magus ; this impoftor refided in Samaria, where 
St. Philip the deacon preached with much luccefs, con- 
firming the fame by miracles ? however, Simon was irr 
great reputation among the people, and ' ft tied' htmfclf 
“ the great power of God,” and affirming that die was 
the fupr erne Deity, worfhjpped by all nations ; the 
apoftles fent Peter and John from Jerufalem to Philip’s 
affiftance, who, when they came thither, laid their 
hands upon the new converts, whereupon they prefent- 
ly received the Holy Ghoft ; which when Simon faw, 
he offered them money, if they would confer the power 
upon him. But Peter peiceiving his vile intentions, 
fcomfvilly rejected his impious offer. However, by his 
witchcrafts and forceries, he at length became accepta- 
ble to the emperor as well as the vulgar ; Nero, that 
monlter, had much veneration for him being patron of 
the magicians, and all thofe who have commerce with 
the infernal powers, and Peter being returned to Rome, 
refolved to encounter him, and difeover the impoftors 
and deiufions of this wretched man.' 

About th&t time, an eminent young gentleman, kinf- 
inan to the emperor, died at Rome, and the fame of 
Peter’s having power to raile the dead> his friends Were 
perfuaded to fend for him, but other’s propofed Simon 
Magas, who readily came, being glad of the occafion 
to magnify himfelf before the people, and Peter being 
prefenr, Simon alledged that he had provoked ‘the 
great power of God,* and Ihould lofe his life if fie did 
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aot ta’Ue the- dead perfon, but if Peter prevailed, he 
liimfelf Would iubmit to the fame fate ; Peter accepted 
the terms, and Simort began his charms and enchant- 
ments, whereat the dead gentleman feemed to move his 
hand, upon which the people (houfed^d cried he was- 
ali ve, and talked Simon ; and began to alfauit Peter ; 

the apbftle intreated their patience* and told them it 
was nothing but fancy and appearance* and that if Si- 
mon were removed-' from the bed-lide this delulion 
Would foon vahifli ; which done the body remained 
without the leatt (ign of motion. Peter (landing at a 
good diftance from the bed, filemly made his addreis 
to heaven, and then before them ail,* corhmanded the 
young man in the name of the Lord Jefu$ ter ‘arfe, 
Which he did immediately and fpoke, walked, at^d eat, 
and was by Peter reltored to his mother. The people 
hereupon altered their opinions, and fell upon Sfih< n, 
with intent to have Honed him ; but Peter begged his: 
life, and told them, it would be puni foment chough for 
him to lee that in defpite of his malice the kingdom of 
-Chrift fonuid increafe and flotliifo. 

The magician was in wardly tormented with this de- 
feat, and vexed* to fee the triumph of the apoft e, and 
muttered up all his infernal powers, acquainted the peo- 
ple, That he Was offended at the Galileans, as he called 
the chriflians, and therefore fet a day When they fiould ' 
fee him fly .‘up to heaven, and accordingly he went up 1 
to the top of the capitol, ami throwing himfelf frdm 
thence, began his flight, which the i-pe&ators beheld 
with wonder and veneiation^fiirming that this n.uft be 
from ‘ the power of God,’ and not of man ; Peter 
(landing in the crowd, prayed to God, t?baf ihf people 
might be undeceived, and that the vanity oPthe impoflor 
might be difeovered tothe oonfufion of him, and. foame' 
of his ad»nirers ; immediately the wings Which -he had ^ 
made himlelf began to fait io that he fell tothe ground, ’ 
miferably bruited with the fall, and being carried to a : 
neighbouring village, died loon after. The end of this 
wretched man coming tothe em per or’s ear, haftenedSt, 
Peter’s death. Nero no doubt, had been formerly 
^hpkaied w.ith him on accountoffus chnitianity, and - 
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that he fp ftrickiy preached up temperance ao<d dbaftity 
thereby reclaiming to many women in Rome* from 4 
diilMute and vicious life, which was fo ftifagieeabie tip 
his wanton lspclvipus temper* to which he was a Have* 
and beirg by his nae^ns robbed of his dear companvonst 
he refohred pn revenge, caufing St* Peter, as (aUb bt* 
Paul* who was at that time at Rome) to be cad* int 9 
the maritime prifort, where they employed themfelye# 
in preaching to the priioners, and tbofe who vifited 
them And here , it is iuppefed, St Peter wrote bin 
fec<>nd epiftie to the ftifpened Jews, to confirm them 19 
the faith* and fortify them again!! thofe pemkiout 
pi iuciples and practices, which even then began t& 
branch in upon the chriftian church* 

Mel o returning from Acbaia, and entering Rome with 
triumph* refolded §t, Peter Ihould fall a iaciifice tojhi* 
cruelty/ While the fatal ftroke was daily eape&ed, the 
chriftians at Rome earn* lily fblicited him to make hip 
escape, and referve himfelf for further fervice to the 
church; whichat length prevailed with him, and the nea* 
night having prayed with, and taken leave of his breth^ 
ren it is related* That he got over the prison wall,and be- 
ing come to the city gate, hf is their iaid to have met with 
our Lord, who was juft entering the city : Peter, it is, 
faid, aiked burn: *Loid, whether art thou going :* from 
whom he prefeitly receive^ this anfwer, ‘1 am come 
• to Rome* to be crucified jthe fecond time ; ? by which 
reply, Peter apprehended nimfeif to be reproved, and 
that our Lord meant it of this death, that he was to be 
crucified in hia fet y^mts and fo went back to the priibn* 
sad in r rendered himfe f to thje keeper, as being ready 
to acquiefte in the will of CJod. ' 

Before his fuffei mg be was fcourged after the Roman 
manner,; >wbo tiled to whip capital offenders before they 
fuffei ed;.. Having laluted hrs brethren, and taken his 
I9.it leave ©f fct. Paul, his feik w pnfoncr, he was led jktp 
to the top of the Vatican mount, being fentenced to be 
crucified, the m©ft painful and ihameful of all deaths 1 
He then imreated the officers that he might not be 
c*ucifkd the ordinary way, but fuffer with his head 
downward#, and feet up t# heaven* as being unworthy 
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to die in the fame pollute as his bleffed Mailer, his bod y 
being taken down, was faid tp Lave been embalmed by 
Marcellinus, the preibyter, after the Jewith way, and 
then buried in the Vatecan, where it lay obfcurely till 
the reign of Conftantine the great, who had lo much 
reverence for this.apoftle, that he built a church in the 
Vatican to his memory, which is now one of the mod 
famous cathedrals in the world. This account of his. 
death, though, not mentioned in holy writ,, is recorded 
by the ancient ecleftaftical hidorians^ 



rm m * m ■■ him — 

The L I‘ f E c/ St. JAMES the Great > mho was. 

beheaded at Jervfalem. 

His Feftival is celebrated, July 25'. 

S T. JAMES* fir named the great, either becaufe of 
his age, 01 for fome peculiar honor our Saviour 
conferred upon him,, was a Galilean born, the foil of 
Zebedee, a fiftemian ; his mother’s name was Mary* 
called alfo Salome, he was employed by his father in 
tile trade of fiihing; intlie exercife of which our Saviour 
found him; when he paffed by the fe a *of Galilee ; 
where he called him to be his difciple, which he readily 
obeyed, leaving hts aged father with the fervants to 
manage his affairs \ not long after his fir ft calling, from 
the ftation of an ordinary diiciple, he was appointed to 
the apoftolic office, and honoured with fonie peculiar ads 
of favor beyond mod of the apoftles, being one of the 
thre$ whom our blefied Saviour made choice of to ad- 
■ait to the more intimate tranfadions of his iile. 

Thus with Peter, and his brother John, he was prefent 
,at the miraculous raifing of Jarius^daughteT* admitted 
to Chrift’s glorious transfiguration in the mount, 
taken along with him into toe gaiden, to be a Jpedator 
of hi v bitter and terrible agony ; nor was it the lead in-, 
<ftance of die particular honor, our Saviour beftowetj up- 
on theie apoftles, that upon his calling of them, he gave, 
him a new name and title* , 

\ O ar holy Redeemer, in his Journey towards Jerufalem* 
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in order to his crucifixion, that he might the better 
prepare the minds of his apofllesfor his departure from 
them ; difcourfed to them about his fuffering, and that 
he fhould be put to death, and after three days fhould 
rife again ; hut they whofe minds were elevated with 
the expe&ation of a temporal power znd monarchy* 
underilood not the meaning of wh$t he related to them. 
However, JamesJand his brother, fuppofmg the refur* 
region which he fpoke of, would be the time when his 
dignity and greatnefc would commence, perfuaded their 
mother to put up a petition for them to our Lord, who 
accordingly ad die fled him, humbly defiring, that when 
he took pofleflion of his kingdom* her fons might have 
the two principal places of honour and dignity, by fit- 
ting one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

Our blefled Savior directing his difcourie to the two 
apoftles ;~told them, ‘that they quite miftook the 

* nature of his kingdom, which did not eonfift in exter- 
nal pomp and fplendor* but in inward life and power* 

* that they would do well to confider, whether they 
< were able to undergo , what he was to fuffer/ They 
probably not undemanding the fprce of his reafoning* 
anfwered, they weie able to do it ; Jefus taking OP 
advantage of their rafh and incoo federate reply,. anfwer- 
ed, ‘ that as for fuffering they would indeed partake of 

* it as well as he ; but for any peculiar honour or digni- 
ty, he could not difpofe of any of that kind, any otlreiv 
*wife than according to thefe rules* aud iaftiu&iQite 
which he received from his father , 9 the red «f the apof- 
tles were offended at this ambitious requeft ; but .our 
dear Redeemer tQ qualify their pafHons,. difcourfed to 
them at large of the nature of the evangelic ftatt* 

the difference between that and the kingdom of the 
world ; with which excellent xeafoning fcbieir hearts oa 
all fides were allayed and pacified. 

What become of James after our Saviour's afccu* 
fion, wc have no account of, either from faered or ep* 
cleft a ft ic htftory 5 . fome affirm, that after the martyr- 
dom of St. Stephen, when the chriifiam were difpeife^ 
he came to the weftern parts of the world, even t* 
£ ritaia a«vd Inehuid ; and having pkutted chriitiauity 

1 
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attttftg them, returned to Jerufalera* but it feems im- 
probable on leveral accounts; and therefore it is fafeft 
to confine his miniftry to Judea, and the parts adjacent, 
and to feekfor him at Jeiufalem, where we are fur e tQ 
find him. 

At this time Herod Agrippa the fon Ariftobulus, 
being ingreat favour withClaudiUsthe Roman emperor 
be confirmed to him the kingdom of Judea and all the 
provinces that his grandfather Herod the great enjoy- 
ed who being fenfible that the moft probable way to 
gain the affection of the Jews, was to perfecute the 
ehrifti&ns ; he rcfolved accordingly to fall upon them; 
and finding St. James vigorous in contending for the 
truth* commands him to* be apprehended, and Sentenced 
to dife ; the foldier who obferved his great conflancy 
and Gaurage at his trial, fell at his feet, begging par- 
don for what he had done again ft him ; the holy man 
raifed him up and killed him, who thereupon publickly 
profeffed himfelf to be a chriftian, and 16 they were 
both beheaded at the fame time. 

His death was not long unrevenged, of which ,the 
ancients give the following account, that Herod going 
to~Samaria, he proclaimed folemn fights and feftival 
entertainments to be had in honour of Csefar 5 early in 
the morning* he came in great ftate to the theatre 
erected for him, to make an oration to the people, 
gorgeoufiy arrayed in a robe cimoufly wrought with 
filver, gold, and jewels, fo that the luftre thereof made 
the people cry out, that he was fome deity, and beyond 
the common fhmdar d of hu m an i ty 5 this i mpious ap pi aufe 
be received with much pleafure, but the comic part was 
loon turned into a tragedy; for looking up, he efpied an 
owl fitting over his head, which he inftantly appre- 
hended as a fatal mefleiiger of inevitable ruin, by the 
juft judgment of almighty God ; and thereupon in- 
curable melancholy feized upon his mind, as well as 
exquifite torments upon his body; upon which turning 
to thofe about him. ‘You may here fee yourfelves 
4 evidently convinced of flattery and fal&ood ; you fee 
4 toe whom you called a god, am by the laws of fate, 

4 condemned to die, and he whom you counted im&or- 
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tal * ready to givdup the ghoft.’ His pains cbntmual- 
ly increaied upon hitryand though his favourites prayed 
-earneftly to the XJods for his health, yet his accufce.tor- 
toies at length put a period to his mii'erable life. 

^ ^ , , I I II II Illl f || 

The LIFE of St. JAMES the lefs\ who was hnocked an 
th* head with a fuller's club. 

His Feftival is celebrated with St. Philip’s, May I . 

T HIS apoftle is probably conje&ured to be the for* 
cf Jofepb, afterwards the hn(band of the bleffed 
virgin, by his fir ft wife, and fo reputed our Lord’s 
brother, and the foil of Jofepb ; and though he is like- 
Wife called the fon of Alpheus, this may brobably relate 
to his being a difciple of fome particular fe<ft of the 
Jews, called Al^fens. We have little account of his 
birth, and former life, but find that after the Tefurrec- 
tion, he was honored with the particular appearance of 
our Lord to him, which, though not mentioned by the 
evangelifts., is recorded by St.Pauljone of the ancients 
relates, he had folemnly fworn, that from the time he 
drank the cup, at the inftitution of the laft fupper, b© 
would eat bread no more till our lord returned from 
the grave, who thereupon appeared to him, command- 
ing bread to 1 be fet before him, which he to^k, blefled 
and brake and gave to St. James, faying, * eat thy 
€ bread my brother, for the fon of man is truly rifen 
‘from them that fleep.’ 

His refidence was for the mo ft part at Jprufalem, to 
him we find St. Paul makes his addrefs after his conver- 
fion ; to him St. Peter fent the news of his miraculous 
deliverance out of prifon ;but he was principally 
inthefynod at Jerufalem, in the great controversy, 
about the Mofaic rites. He difeharged Ins office like 
a diligent and faithful guide to folds ; lengthening the 
Weak, informing the ignorant, reducing the erroneous, 
reproving the ohftinaie, and by the fervency of his 
preaching, fubdued the ftubbomefs of the lefratfory 
and perverfe generation ; and many principal penons’ 
being brought over to a compliance with the chnltiaa 
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faith it awakened the envy and malice of his enemies to 
tonfpire his ruin, vexed they were, that Paul by appeal- 
ing to Caefar, had elcaped their hands, and therefore 
turn their revenge ftpoa St. James, which not being able 
to effect under Felhw’s government they vigoroufly 
attemptedmnder the procuratdrflup of Alb inns, his luc- 
ceflor, before the new government -could arrive ; ta 
which end a council is lummoned with all expedition, 
•and the apoftfes and others arraigned and condemned as 
violators of the law,& for the more plaufible managing 
•of their defignsthey fet the fcribes & pharifees to eninaie 
St. James, infinuating that they had a great opinion of 
'bis fau&ity, and that the wh<4e Jewiih na'ie i gave him 
the teflimorty Of being a juft man ^ they therefore de- 
fired that he would Teduce the people from their falfe 
opinion, ‘ that Jefus was the Mefliah, and would to that 
end take the opportunity of the univfcH&l confluence of 
people ro the pafchal folemrrity, and goWith them to the 
top of the temple, where he might be fden and heard 
of all \ being actotdingly plated to advantage upon a 
pinnacle, 'or wing of the temple r they thus addrefledhim, 
Tell us, O Jufttrs, Or James, 4 whom We know and 

* believe to be a righteous man, what is the reafon that 
the people aTe ib generally led away, to adere Jefus 

* who Was crucified at Jerufalem, and what ait the 
4 do&rines ife precepts which he pnblilhed to the world, 

* and where is his refidence fince his pretended refurrec- 
4 tion from the dead to which the apolUe anfwered, 
with an audible voice, ‘Why dqyou enquire of Jefus, 
4 the fon of man ? he fits in heaven on the f ight hand 

* of the Majefty on high, Sc will come again in the clouds 
** c’f heaven* * The people below hearing this, glorified 
the blefled Jefus. The fcTibes and pharifees perceiving 

•^hemfelves difappointed, and that inftead of reclaiming, 
they confirmed the multitudes in theif* flippofed error, 
thought the only remedy was todifpatch him out of the 
way, that from his fad fate, others might be warned 
not to.perfift in the belief of Jefus 5 whereupon they 
iuddenly cried out that James himfelf was -educed, 
and become animpoftor* and chrew him down fnm the 
place whereon he flood, whereby^he was iorely bruited, 

C 
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but not killed fo that he recovered fo much Arengthas 
to get upon his knees and pray to heaven for them ; 
vexed that they had not dispatched him, they fell afrefti 
Upon the remainder of his life ; and while he was yet 
praying, one fteping in aud intreating him to fpare him, 
a juft religious man who was crying fo heaven to for- 
give them: began to affault him withafhowerof ftones, 
till one, more mercifully cruel than the reft, beat out 
his brains with a fuller’s club. 

Thus died this good man* in the ninetieth year of his 
Hge. & about twenty four years after Chrift’s afcenfion, 
to the great grief and regret of all pious men, Jews at 
well as ethers, and was buried in mount Olivet, in a 
tomb which he had built for himfelf, and had therein 
buried "Zacharias and old Simeon. He was of exemplary 
and extraordinary piety, educated undey the ftri^eft 
rules and inftitutions of icligion, being, as is fpppofed, 
of the ancient order of the Rechabites, whofe bufmefs 
and delight feemed to be to convert only with heaven, 
and was wont to retire alone to the temple to pray* which 
he always performed kneeling, till by hts incefrant de- 
votions, it is related, that his knees became as hard and 
brawny as a camel’s. He wrote only oneepiftle, probably 
notjorig before his martyrddm ; he dire&ed it to the" 
Jewifh converts, difperfed up and down ybofecaAetfn 
countries, to comfprt them under fufferings, and (o 
confirm them againft error. 



The LIFE of St. PHILIP the dpoftIe f •who <w*s hmngefl 
up againjl a pillar, at Hicrapolu , a city of Phrygia. 

His Feftival, with that of St. James the lcfs,is celebrat- 
ed May i. . 

S T. PHILIP was bom at Bethfaida, hear th? fca 
of Tyberias. ,We read nothing of his parents, nor 
way of life in the holy gofpels* though probably he was 
fifherman, the cornmoh trade of that place; he had the 
honour to be the fir ft lulled to beChri ft’s difciple? for opr 
Lord after his return from the wildemefs, having met 
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'with Andrew and his brother Peter, after fome ftiort/ 
difcourfe parted from them, and the next day paffing 
through Galilee, he found Philip, whom he commanded 
preientiy to follow him," which he did accordingly 
no foo ner does religion cake, po iTeffion »jf his mind than 
he goes and tinds Nathaniel, acquaints him with th^ 
tidings of the new found Meffiah, and conducts him to 
him. Afcer his call to the apoftlelhip, there is not 
much recorded of him in the lcripture ; it was to him 
the Lord propounded what they could get in the wil- 
dernels, that Would feed To vail a multitude $ to whom 
he anfwered that it would be very difficult to find 
enough in that place ; it was to hfin that the gentile 
proietytes, who came ,ip to the paffover, addrefied 
theoiieives, when they defired to fee our Saviour. It 
was to him that our b elled Reieertrtr difcourfcd c'on • 
earning himfeif, a little before the** palchal fupper. 
The Lord Jefus had been fortifying the minds of his 
difciples with proper confiderauons againft his depar- 
ture from them j he told them, that no man could come 
to the Father but by him. Philip not readily undcr- 
flanding the tone of our Saviour‘s reaToningjfbegged of 
him that he might lee the^Father. Our Lord gently re- 
proved his ignorance, that after fo long attendance upon 
his inftrudlions, he Ihould not know that he was the 
image of Jiis Father ; the exprefs chara&er ©f his infi- 
nite wifdom, power, and'goodnefs, appearing in him 5 
that be faid apd did nothing but by his Father’s ap- 
pointment, Aii if they did not believe, his miracles 
were fufficien^%vidence ; that therefore fuch demands, 
were UnnecefTary and impertinent, and that it argued 
great weaknefs, after three years converfe with him ; 
and under him, and under his discipline anJ inilruftion, 
that they (hould have fo little uriderftandmg in thefe 
matters. , ■ * 

In the diftribution of the feveral regions of the World, 
made by the apoftles, fome think that upper Afi'a was 
the pfovince which was afiigned to .Philip; where he 
ipplled himfeif with indefatigable diligence & induftry, 
£• recover men out of the fnare of Satan, to the em- 
bracing and acknowledging of the truth, and by the con* 
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The LIFE of St. PHILIP. 

ftancy of his preaching, and the efficacy of his miracle*, 
gained numerous converts, whom he baptized into the 
•hriftian faith, at once caring both fouls and bodies ^ 
their fouls of error and idolatry, and their bodies of in* 
firmiiies and diftempers ; healing difeafes, difpoffeffing 
demons, fettling churches, and appointing them pallor* 
and teachers. 

Having for many years fuccefsfully managed his apo£» 
tolic office in thofe parts, he came, toward the latter 
end of his I fe, to Hierapolis, in Phrygia, a rich and 
populous, but mod idolatrous place ; among the many 
vain and trifling deities to whom they paid religious^ 
Worlhip, was a ferpent or dragon, which they woilhiped 
with great and folemn veneration ; the apoftle was 
grieved to fee theri lb grofsly en (laved in error ; and 
therefore continually folicited heaven, till by prayer he 
had procured the death & dedruftion of this monftrous 
deity, and then endeavoured to convince them of the 
folly and madnefs of paying divine adoration to fuclv 
filthy and odious creatures, and to declare to them the 
exccllcncy.of the chriilian religion ; wherein he was fo 
fuccefsful, that the people generally abhored their 
former ibttilh idolatry, & cordially embraced there the 
chrillian inftitution, whereupon the enemy of mankind 
ftirred up the magiftrates of the city to purfue the old 
methods of perfecution and cruelty, who feized upon, 
.the bleifed apoftle, & having put him in prifon, caufedL 
him to be feverely fcourged ; after which barbarity, he 
was led to execution, and being bound, was hanged up 
by the neck againft a pillar, though others write, he 
was crucified. The apoftle being dead, his body was 
taken down by St. . Bartholomew, his fellow fufferer* 
/’ad his own filler, who is faid to have been the conflant 
companion of his travels, and decently buried ; after 
which, having Confirmed the people inthe faith of Chrift 
they departed from thence. 

it is generally affirmed that St. Philip was married, 
and that he had daughters whom he difpofed of in 
marriage ; but though this be granted, yet they, not 
carefully, diftinguilhing between Philip the deacon and 
Philip the apoftle, have made fome conclude them t* 
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be one and the fame perfcn, but with how little reafon 
will appear, if we confider that Philip, who could not 
be one of the apoftolic college, the apoftles declaring 
upon that occafion, they had affairs of a higher nature 
Vo attend upon ; fo then upon the perfecution that afoie 
Upon St. Stephen’s death the church was difper fed, arid 
they 4 Were all fcattered abroad throughout the region* 
- of Judea and Samaria and Philip the deacon among 
the reft who went down to the city of Sarharia, except 
the apoftles who tarried behind at Jerufalem, and whefl( 
Philip had converted and baptized a confiderable num- 
ber in that place, he was forced to fend for two of the 
apoftles from Jerufalem, that fo by their hands they 
mieht receive the Holy Ghoft 5 which had been wholly 
needlefs, had he himfelf been one of the twelve apoftles. 
St. Philip left no iacred writings behind him ; the 
greater part of the apoftles having little leifure to write, 
being employed in the rniniftry, as more immediately 
uieful and fubfervient to the happinefs of mankind. 
This is the account which the ecclefiaftical writers give 
of this, as weil as they do of other apoftles, tho not 
recorded in holy writ. 



The LJFE^/St. BARTHOLOMEW the 
jfpoftle , who was fiead alive by the command of a barbarous 

king* 

His Feftival is celebrated, Auguft 24. 

T HERE is no queftion but St Bartholomew was 
an apoftle, tho tjie holy fcriptures take notice only 
of his name, which occafioned fever al ancient and mod- 
ern authors to fuppofe that he lies concealed under fome 
other name ; and tnat he can be no other than Nathan- 
iel, one of the firft difcipl'es that came to (Thrift ; ac- 
cordingly we may obferve, that as fome of the evan- 
gelifts never mention Bartholomew in the number of the 
apoftles, fo others take no dotice of Nathaniel ; but that 
Which renders the thing molt fpecious and probable is, 
that we find Nathaniel particularly reckoned up with 
the other apoftles, to whom our Lord appeared at the 
fea of Tybcrias. 
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The difficulty being cleared, we proceed to a more 
particular account df him, who is thought by fome to 
have been a Syrian of a royal extra&ior, and to have 
derived his pedigree from the Ptolemy's, kings of Egypt. 
But it is manifeft that he, as well as the reft of the 
ajpoftles, was a. Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we knpw it 
particularly faid, that he was of Cana, in Galilee : the. 
scripture takes no notice pf his trade, or way of life, 
fome circumftances feem to intimate that he was a 
n flier man. At his fhft coming to Chrift, he was con- 
duced by Philip, who told him they bad found the long 
looked for Meffiah ; and when he had objeCed that the 
Meffiah could not be born at Nazareth; Philip bids him 
come and fatisfy himfelf ; at bis firft appearance, our 
bleffed^Saviour entertains him with the chara&er of a 
man or true Simplicity and integrity : Surprifed he was 
at our Lord's falutation, wondering how he could know 
him fo well at fii ft fight, whofe face he had never feen 
before : but he was anfwered, that he had feen him un- 
der the fig tree, before Philip called him. Being con- 
vinced by this inftancc of our Lord’s divinity, he pre- 
fently made his eonfeffion, that he was hire that Jefus 
wa s the jrromifed Meffiah, the fon of God, whom he 
had appointed to be the king and governor of his 
Church ; our Saviour told him, that if upon thefe in- 
ducements he could believe him to be the iMeliab, he 
fhould have far greater arguments toconfim his faith •, 
that ere long he fhould fee the heavens opened toreceive. 
him thither and the angels vifibly appearing to attend 
upon him. ' 

Concerning our apoftles* travels up and down ^the 
World, to propagate the chiiftian faith; the ancients 
give an account, that he went as far as that paTt of India 
v h ch borders upon -/Ethiopia, and that be there left a 
copy of St. Matthew^ gofpel ; and they relate further, 
that Paulinus, a man famous for his fkill in philolbphy, 
and particularly in the inftiltition of the Stoics ; having 
embraced chriftianity, he in a devout and zealous imi- 
tation of the apoft.es, was inflamed with zeal to fropa- 
ga fee the faith cf Chiift in thofe eaftern countries, and 
came as mi a-j India, meeting here with feme that yet 
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retained. the knowledge of Chrift, and found St. Mat* 
thew’s gofpel written in Hebrew, left there as the tradi- 
tion was by St, Bartholomew, one of the twelve apof- 
tles, when he preached the true faith- tQAhofe nations. 

After the labors of St. Bartholomew in thefe parts 
of the world, he returned to the more weflern and 
northern countries of Afia ; at Hierapolis, in Phrygia, 
we find him in company with Philip, infhudling the 
inhabitants in the principles of chriftianity, and con- 
vincing them of the folly of their heathenifh worfhip $ 
which fo enraged the idolaters, that he was defigned. 
for martyrdom at the fame time with Philip 5 but upon 
a fudden convidion that the divine juftice would re- 
venge their deaths, he was taken down and difmiffed. 

Hence it is probable, that after this, St. Bartholo- 
mew went toLacaonia. Hislaft-remove was toAbanople, 
in Armenia the great, a place miferably overgrown 
with idolatry, from which he fought to reclaim the 
deluded people. This fo enraged the governor of the 
country, that he fentenced him to be crucified 5 which 
fome fay, he cheerfully fuffered, comforting and con- 
firming the convert gentiles to the laft minute of his 
life : fome fay he was crucified with his head down- 
ward ; others affirm, that he was dead alive before his 
crucifixion, a barbarity ufed both by the Perfians and 
Egyptians, and from whom they might borrow this 
horrible and inhuman cruelty. 

The LIFE of St. ANDREW the ApoJlle> who was 
hound to a crofs , from whence he preached to the people • 

His Feftival is obferved, November 30^ 

S T. ANDREW was bom at Bethfaida, a city of 
Galilee, the fon of John or Jonas, a fiiherman of 
that town, and brother ofSiruon Peter; he was brought 
up to his father’s trade, and was employed therein, till 
our bleffed Saviour called him to another kind of filh- 

iug * * . ‘ ' 

John the baptift having lately rifen up in the Jewiflx 

church, great multitudes followed him to hear bis 

doctrines and exhortations j he had alfo a number of 
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fcledt 4rf<jrple*, who more paiticularly accompanied 
him ; in thennmber of which was our apoftle St. An- 
diew, who was with him about Jordan. Our Lord 
coming that way, upon hrs approach the baptift told 
them, that this was the Mefliah ; whereupon Andrew 
and another difciple followed our Saviour to the place 
of his dbode': after fome diicourfe with him, AndreW 
goes and acquaints kis brother Simon, and both togeth* 
cr came to Ghrift ; yet ftaid not long with him, but re- 
turned home and exercifed their calling for more than 
a year, till our holy Redeemer paffing thro Galilee', 
fully fatisfied them pi his divinity, and commanded 
them to follow him, which they did immediately; 
fhortly after, Andrew, together with the reft, was 
chofen to be one of thofc that were to be Chrift’s im- 
mediate vicegerents for planting and propagating the 
chriftian faith. Little elfe is recorded^ of him in the 
general account of the ret of the apoftles. Our Lord 
being afeended into heaven, and the apoftles difperfed 
thro all nations, to publifti the everlafting gofpel, fome 
of the ancients relate, that Andrew travelled into Scy- 
thia, where he continued fof fome confiderable time, 
going from one place to another, preaching the gofpel 
and fettling the churches, meeting in many places with 
great troubles and oppolition ; hence in procefs of 
time he came to Byzantium (now called Conftantino- 
ple) where he inftru&ed the inhabitants in the knowl- 
edge of the chriftian religion, and founded a church. 

After this he travelled thro Thrace, Macedonia, and 
i^chaia> where for many years he cultivated the true 
faith and at length came to Patxaea, a city of Achaia, 
where he gave his laft and great teftimony of die veri- 
ty of it K by laying down his life in its defence; of the 
manner of whole martyrdom fome authors give the 
following account.- / 

Agas, proconful of Afia, coming to Patraea, and ob- 
ferving that numbers oi the people embraced the chrif- 
tian doctrine he endeavored to reclaim them ; where- 
upon the apoftle went to him, and expoftulated with 
him about .the matter, but the proconl'ul derided 
him as the propagator of a religion, the author and 
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publifher whereof the Jews bad infamoufly put to death 
upon the cro£s. 

Tlie apoftie from hence took occaftoato demonftrate 
the excellency and certainty of that religion, but the 
governor would hear nothing again!! his own fuper- 
ftitious and idolatrous worlhip j and threatened him* 
that if he did not offer facrifice to his Pagan idols he 
fhould fuffer death on the crofs> in conformity to the 
fir ft preacher of that new faith which he profeffed $ ak 
ter which he was commanded back to prifon. The next 
day he was bro’t before the proconful, who perfuaded 
him not to loie his life, and the pleafiires of this world, 
for an uncertain reward in another. The apoflle on 
the contrary infilled upon the folly and vanity of all 
worldly enjoyment, and the certainty of a day of judg- 
ment when every man mull give an ‘ account of all 
‘ he hath done in the body, whether it be good or 
1 whether it be evil that if he did not believe in Jefus 
Chritt, the Savior of x the world, he mud certainly en- 
dure eternal torments in hell. 

This fo enraged the proconful, that he told him he 
mud either inttantly renounce his fond opinions, or elfe 
he fhould fuffer the greatefl torments that could be in- 
flitted on him. 

The apoftie replied, that he feared not his tortures* 
and did not doubt but Chiift woutd ftrengthen him to 
endtire all manner of barbarity, rather than deny his ^ 
former profeflion of the true faith. The proconful then 
commanded him to befcourged by feven officers, called 
Littors, who fucceflivelywhipt his naked body ; but 
feeing his great patience and undauntednefs under this 
cruel ufuage, he commanded hfm to be crucifie'U, but rfot 
to be fattened with nails, but tied with cords, that he 
might be the longer in dying. 

Being come within fight of the crofs, he heartily re- 
joiced, faying, that he long defired and expetted that 
happy hour, wherein he might bear teftimony to his 
glorious and renowned Matter; afteriiaving^ prayed 
and exhorted the people to continue conftant in the 
faith, which he in bis lifetime delivered to them, he 
was fattened to crofs, whereon it is faid he hung 
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two ds^ys, teaching and inftruCling the multitude ?11 th$ 
whil$, and Exhorting them to fuffer cheerfully what* 
fbever cruelties their enemies fhould infli& upon themi 
if they fhould be called to bear witnefs to the truth. 
In the mean time great importunity was ufed to the 
proconful 50 take him down from the crojs; but the 
hielTed apoftle earneiftly begged of our Lord, that he 
might at this time feal the truth with his blood, and 
Qpd heared his prayer, and he immediately expired, 
&py. 30, though in wliat year it is uncertain. 



The LIFE of Sr. THOM <>S tie dpojlle, who was run 
through with a lance at Coromandel m the Eajl Indue . 

His Feftivaljs obfer.ved, Dec. 2t. 

T HE Jews, as we have nbferved, ufed commonly 
when travelling into other countries, or familiarly 
converting with the Greeks and Romans, to aiTume to 
tliemfelves a Gr:ek or Latin name of affinity, and 
fometimes of the very fame fignirication, with that of 
their own country. Thus St. Thomas, according to 
the Syriac impo. t of his name, was .called Dydimus, 
' which has the farne fignifi cation. The hiftory of 1 the 
gofpel takes no particular rptice either of his country 
or kindred: His employment was a fifherman ; he 

afterwards, together with the reft, was called to the 
apoftleihip ; where not long after he gave an eminent 
inftance of his hearty willingnefs to undergo the faddeft 
fate that might attend him ; for when the reft of the 
apoftles difTuaded our Saviour from going to Judea, left 
the Jews fhould ftonp him as they a little before had 
attempted ; St. Thomas defires them not to hinder 
Chrift’s journey, thither though it might coft them 
. their lives ; probably concluding that inftead of railing 
L^z^rus from the dead, they themfelves fhould be feftt 
^yith him to their own graves, io that he made up jti 
pious affections, what he teemed to want in die quicV- 
nefs qf his underftanding, not readily underftanding 

fame of our Lord’s difeourfes, nor over forward to be* 

»• ' * • - * '*■' • • *• 
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He ve till he had occular demonftration of h*s reftirrec- 
tion. When our Saviour a' little before his total fufc 
firings, told his difciples, that he was going to prepare 
n place for them, which they might follow, as knowing 
where it was, our apoftle roundly replied, that he knew 
it not ; to which Chrift gives this iatisfa&ory ayifwer; 
• that he was the living way/ 

Our Lord being dead, his difciples were exceedingly 
diftra^ed, between hope and defpair about his refurrec- 
tion, which engaged him the fooner to make his ap- 
pearance ; wherefore the very day whereon he arofe, he 
came into the houfe where they were met together, 
tho the doors were faft fhut for fear of the Jews. At 
this meeting St. Thomas was abfent, having probably 
never come into their corfpany (trice their difperfion in 
the garden, where every one's fears prompted' them to 
conmlt their own fafety. At his return the difciples 
told him, that the Lord bad appeared to them, but be 
obftinately refufed to believe that it was he, except he 
might fee the very print of his nails, and feel the 
wounds if! his fide and hands; his compaffionate Matter 
would not take advantage of the man's reft a&ory un- 
belief, but upon that day ie'nnight, as they were fol- 
eipnly jnet at their .holy worfhip he appealed to theft 
again, and calling Thomas, bade him look upon his 
hands, and put his finger in the prints'of the nails, and 
thruft his hand into the hole of kis fide, and thereby 
ftrengthened his faith. The apoftle was quickly con- 
vinced of his -error, confefting that he acknowledged 
him to be his Lord and Mafter. 

Our blefled Redeemer being afeended into heaven, 
and having eminently given gifts and miraculous pow- 
ers to the apoftles, St, Thomas, moved thereby to di- 
vine inspiration, is faid to have fent Thaddens, one of 
the ieventy difciples, to Agharus,kiag of Edeffa, whdixi 
he cured of an inveterate didemper, who converted 
aim and his fubje&s to the chriftian faith. It is re- 
corded, tfiat the province allotted to St. Thomas was 
Jfirthia fnjm whence he proceeded to pl each the goipel 
lri^Media, Perfia, Carmania, Hyrcania, Ba&ria, and 
the neighboring nations* One of the ancients fays; 
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that m Perfia he met with the three wife men who c J 
that long journey out of the eaft to bring prefent* 
our new born faviour, whom he baptised, and t 
along with him as his companions and affi Hants 
preaching the gofpel. Hence he travelled into jEt‘ 
pia, and aftetward came to India, where we are tol 
was afraid to have ventured himfelf, till he was 
eouraged by a vifion, that allured him of the divine 
pjefence and protection. He travelled very far in the 
eaftem countries, till he arrived at the nation cf the 
Brachmans, preaching in all places where he arrived, 
and by the gentle methods, and efficacy of the chrif* 
iian dotfrine, he reclaimed the people from their blind 
fuperftitfon and idolatry. The Portuguefe who inhab> 
it thofe parts, relate, that Sj. Thomas came fir ft to 
Bocatora, an ifland in the Arabian fea, where having 
converted many, he travelled farther into theEaft,anc! 
having fuccefsfully planted the true faith, returned 
back to Carotr. an del, w hereby he began to ereCt a place 
for divine worlhip, till prohibited by the prince and 
prieft of the kingdom 5 but the aptoftle having wrought 
/cveral miracles, the work went on, and the fultan, or 
king himfelf, embraced chriftianity. The Brachmans 
plainly perceiving that this progrefs of the gofpel would 
endanger their intereft, m trine extirpate -their 
falfe religion, thought ir high time to prevent its fpread- 
ing, and that it was abfolutely neceffary that the apoftle 
Ihould be taken out of the way ; . there was a tomb not 
far off the city, where St. Thomas afed to retire to his 
iblitud.es and private devotions ; thither the Brachmans 
and their followers purfued him, and while he was 
fervent in prayer, firft affar.lted him w r ith darts and 
Bones, till one of them coming nearer, ran him through 
with a lance. His body was taken tip by his disciples, 
and buried in the church which he had lately erected. 
While one of the viceroys of Portugal refided in thofe 
paits there were brought him certain b afs tables, W’hofer 
inscription none could read, till at length by the help of s 
a Jew they w^ere found to contain only a donation made 
by St. Thomas of a piece of ground for buibding a 
church. They tell alio of a famous crofs found ia S|. 
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The LIFE or St. JUDE. 

Thomas’s chapel, whereon was engraven an nmntelligf- 
ble character, which learned Draraon rendeicu to this 
^ffedt ; that St. Thomas, a divine perfen, was fent to 
thofe countries by the Son of God, in the days of king 
Sagamo, to inftrudt the inhabitants in the knowledge 
of the true ©od ; that he built a church, and perform- 
ed admirable miracles, but at laft while he was upon 
his knees Offering his addreffes to heaven, be wasthrujl 
thro with a fword, and t^at this crofs was ftained with 
his blood, and left as a memorial of thofe tranfac* 
£ions. 



The LIFE of Sr \ JUDE the afrojlh , who wj u Jhot t*> 
death with arrows. 

His feaft is celebrated with St. Simon, October 

T HIS apoftle is mentioned by feveral names in the 
hiftory of the gofpel, namely, Jude, Thaddeus, 
and Lebbeus, it being ufual in holy writ for the fame 
g>erfon to have more proper names than one; the lirft 
was common among the Jews, as being the name of one 
x>f the twelve patriarchs of their nation, which it is 
thought, he changed as founding fo like that of Judas 
Ifcariot, that arch traitor, which was very odious and 
deniable among the cbiiftians ; and called himfelf 
Thaddeus, a word of the very fame fignification, and 
is fometimes (tiled Judas, the brother of James ; for his 
name Lebbeus, it is derived from the Hebrew word 
which (ig nifies a lion, alluding to Jacob’s prophefy, 
1 That Judas fbould be a lion. &c.’ 

As to his parentage, he was ore of our ^Lord’s kin- 
dred, the fon of Jofeph and the brother of- James the 
lefs. We do not find when life was called to the apoftle* 
fhip ; only that, he was enumerated among them ; nor 
is any thing particularly recorded of him afterwards 
more than one queftion which he propounded to our 
Saviour, who having told them what great things he 
and his Father would do, and what particular manifefta- 
tion he would make of himfelf to his difciples and fol- 
lowers after his refurredtion ; St. Jude, whofe thoughts, 
as well as of the reft, were taken up with the ex- 
pectation of a temporal kingdom of the ir.effiah, not 
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knowing how th?t could confift with the public foleimvL 
ty of the glorious ftate they looked for, sfked him, 

4 What was the r.eafon that he would manifeft himfelf to 
4 them, and not to the world r ” Our Lord replied, 
‘Thar, xhe world w r as not capable of thofe divine numi- 
4 feftations, as being ftrangers and enemies to what 
4 ihould fit them for heaven: That they were only 
‘good men, perfons of a divine temper of mind, and 
4 religious cbfervers of his law's and will, whom God 
1 would honour with theie familiar converfes. 1 

Eufebius relates exppreisly, that foon after our lord's 
afeenfion, St. Thomas difpatched Thaddeusthe apofUe 
to Agbarus, king of Edeffa, where he healed dUeafes, 
wrought miracles, esfpounded the dc&rir.e cf chriftiani- 
Xy, and converted the king and the people to the true 
faith ; and when Agbarus offered him rich gifts and 
prefents for bis labour of love in the Lord, he in a 
jioble fcorn replied, 4 That he had little reafon to re- 
4 ceive from others what he had already relinquifhed 
here he is faid to have died peaceably, and to have been 
mod honourably buried ; but by the general aonfent of 
the Latin church, he is faid to have travelled to Perfia, 
where after great fuccefs in his apoflolic miniftrv for 
many years, he was at laft, for his free and optu re- 
proving of iuperftitious rights and ufages of the Magi, 
cruelly murdered, by being tied to a (lake, aud (hot to 
death with at rows. 

That he was one of the married difciples manifeftly 
appears, becaufe Eufebius gives the following account 
of his graiidfon* Domitian, the bloody Roman tyrant, 
whofe wickednefs had awakened in him the quicked 
jealoufies, and made him itiipeft every one that had hut 
the leaft pretence to be his corrival in the empire, being • 
informed that fome of the line of David, and Chrift's 
kindred did yet remain, rwo grand-children of St. Jude, 
the brother of our Lord, were brought before him, who 
having confeffe8*they were of the family and race of 
David, he enquired what eftate and po&flions they had, 
who told him, ‘They had only a few acres ot land, 

4 out of the improvement whereof they paid him tribute, 

1 and maintained themfelves with their own hard labor, 

4 as by the hardnefs of their hands did appear, which 
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The LIFE of St. SIMON. 39 

* thenthey^fliewed him.’ He then enquired of fherr\ 
concern ing^h rift, and what kind of a kingdom it was 
his followers talked of, and when it would appear? They* 
replied, ‘That Chrift’s kingdom was not of this world* 
1 nor did.it .con (xft in the grandeur and dominions; 

* thereof ; but that his was an heavenly ’and angilical 
* kingdom, and would finally take place at the end of 

* the world ; when, corning in great glory, o\ir Lord 

* would judge the quick and the dead, and reward every; 

* one according to his work/ The emperor judging 
by their Ampacity and. meannefs, that no danger could 
accrue to him, dil'mided them without any feverity ; 
however, they, were accounted chriftian. martyrs and 
preferred to great employments in the reign of the eirt-i 
peror Trajan. 

St. Jude left only one e pi ftle of catholic and universal- 
concern, infcribed at large to all chriftians; it was fome^ 
time before it met with a general reception in . th$ 
church, but was afterwards added to the icripture ca* 
non,; the author indeed ftiles not himfelf an apoftle, no 
more doth St. James nor St. John, nor iometirnes St. 
Pa^lhimfeli ; why ftiauld he fare the worfe for calling 
him elf, The l'ervant of Jefus Chrift ? When he might 
have added, not only an Apoftlehut die brother of our 
Jtord, The defign of his epiftle is to preferve the chrift-- 
ians from being. infe&ed widr the loofe and, debauched 
principle* vented by Simon Magus and his followers, 
whofe wretched doctrines and pradtices he briefly and 
elegantly represents, who ought to be avoided as per- 
nicious ieducers, left. they fhould perifla with them in 
that terrible vengeance which was ready to overtake, 
t hem.- ^ - - - , 

Th( LIFE of St. SI MOM the Aprfis, celled the Zealot^ fo 
<w as crucifad in Perji a . 

His feftival is ohferved with that of St. Jude, 0 &. 28. 

S T. SIMON the apoftle was, as fome think, one of 
the four brothers of our Lord, Tons of Jofeph* |>y a ! 
former marriage ; in the catalogue of the apoflleshe is 
ailed Simon the Canaanite, as alfo Simon Zelotes, or 
he Zealot ; probably fr«m his a&ive warm temper, and 
c 
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• 

tealous ferwardnefs in fome peculiar way or profeflio& 
of religion, before his coming to our Saviour ; for tie 
better underftanding this, we mud know, that there 
was a diftinft feCt among the Jews, called the feCt of 
the “Zealots ; they were earned affertors of the honour 
of the law, and the flri&nefs a nd purity of religion j 
infomuch that they took upon themfelves to queftion 
notoriQus offenders, without flaying for the ordinary 
formalities of the law, yea when the cafe required, 
executing capital vengeance upon them ; till at length v 
their zeal degenerating into all manner oflicentioufnefs 
and extravagance they not only became the pcfls cf 
government at home, but opened a door for the Ro- 
mans to break in upon them, to their final and irrecvw- 
erable ruin. 

They were continually prompting the people 
throw off the Roman yoke, ’ and recover their native 
libeity, and thereby bringing all things into diforder 
and confufiop, made advantage to themfelves of thoft 
commotions ; Jofephus the Jewifh hi dorian, complains * 
grievoufly of them, and gives a large, account of their 
feditious practices, and every where bewails their villain- 
ies, as being the greatefl plague to their nation 5 Nay, 
when Jeruialem was clofely befieged by the Romans, 
•eafed not to create tumults and fa&ion? within the ci- 
ty, and were indeed the main caufe of the Jews ill ft:c- 
eefs in that fatal war. It is probable that all who went 
under the name of this feCl, were of this ungodly and! 
wretched temper, but that fome of them were of a 
more fober and peaceable difpofitio* ; and as it is not 
to be doubted, bbt that our Simon was one of the feCt in 
general, fo there is reafoir to believe he. was one of the. 
better fort, however, this makes no more a: reflection up- 
on his being called to the apoftlefhip, than it did upon 
St. Matthew, who was before a publican, or St. Paul 
being a pharifee, and fo zeal oufly perfecuting the church* 
of God. 

Tking invefted in the apoftolical office, no further 
mention is-made in the hiflory of the gofpel, concern-, 
ing what the apoflles did, till their difperfion up and. 
down the world, and he then doubtl^fs applied bimfelf 
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tb the performance of his dike, and charge. He is 
feid to have directed his travels toward Egypt ; thence 
to Cyrene and Africa* and throughout Mauritania, and 
all Lydia, preaching the gofpel in thefe remote and 
batbarious countries: nor could the^. coldnefs of the 
climate benumb his zeal nor hinder him fromJfoipping , 
himfelf over to thofe northern parts of the world, yea, 
even to Britain itfelf, where he is faid to have preached 
thegofpeUand wrought many miracles j and afterwards - 
in defiance of all the troubles and difficulties which he 
underwent, iuffered martyrdom for the faith of Chrift, 
being crucified by the infidels in the eaftern country 
and buried with them. 

Others indeed affirm, that after he had preached the 
gofpel in E *ypt, he went into Mefopotamia, where he 
met with Si. Jude the apoftle and accompanied him in 
his journey to Perfia* where having gained a confidera^ 
ble bar veil to the chriftian faith, theywere both crown* 
ed with martyrdoms 



TJxLIFEofSrAlAITMlAS', nisho was j aid to bav e: 
been jirji Jloned , and then beheaded* • 

His memory is celebrated, Feb. 24* ? - 

P ARTICULAR remarks concerning Sr.Matthias are 
not to be expe&ed from the hiftor^oftlie gofpqj, 
fie not being an apoftle of the fir ft el eft ion. He was 
one of our Lord's difciples, and probably one of the 
feventy that had attended him in the whole courfe of 
-his public mmiftry, and after his deceafe was ele&ed 
into the apoftlefhip, upon this occafion ; Judas Ifcariot, 
who . had been one of the twelve immediately called by 
Chrift to be orte of the intima^* dTciples, equally^ 
empowered and'commiffioned with the reft to preach 
and work miracles, and yet all this while was a man of 
vile and corrupt defigns, branded with no meaner 
character than thief and murderer, proftltutiog religion 
'and the honor' of his office to covetptifnefs, and evil 
aib, which hife temper betrayed him, as in the ilfue 
to the mod fatal end, fo to the moft dcfperate . attempt : 
y.e a/ to the. mo ft prodigious impiety that ever thefun 
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4 * The LIFE of St. MATTHIAS. 

ftone upon namely, the betraying of his innocent 
or and Rafter, into the hands of his cruel enemies t 
but afterwards awakened with the horror of the fa&, 
is confluence affaulted him fo feverely, that not able 
to bear up under the furious-revenges of his own mind, 

lent d^^fa 6 ^ 6 ^ hinifelf by a vio- 

A vacancy being thus made, the fir ft thing they did 
a.ter their return from Mount Olivet, where our Lord 
took his leave of them to go to St. John's houfe in 
oion, was to fill up the number with a proper perfon, 
i? P ,0 P 0UI1 ded in order to the choiee, Jofeph 
ca ed Bariabas, and Matthias; The way of ele&ion was 
by lot, according to the ufual cuftom of the Jews in 
oubtful cafes, the lots be ng put in, Matthias's name 
WaS /i 0Ut V and he thereby dignified with the: 
apoftohcal office. Not long after the pomifed powers 
vr i y Ghoft were conferred lipon tfee apoftles to 
qualify ^them for that great and difficult employment 
upon which they were fent ; and among the reft St 
atthias beftowed the firft fruits of his miniftry Jn the 
province of Jude^, yvbere having reaped a confiderable 
baryeit he betook himfelf to other countries; one 
writes, that he preached the gofpel in Macedonia, 
where the gentiles, to make an experiment cf his faith 
and integrity, gave him a poifonous and intoxicating 
pouon, which he cheerfully drank off in the name of 
Chrift without the leaft prejudice t© hiinfelf ; and the 
lame poifon having deprived an hundred and fifty of 
their fight, by his laying his hand upon ^hem, recovered 
them again. 

Ihe Greeks with more pjcbability, report him to 
have travelled eaftw^rd, iome fay to Ethiopia, the in- 
habitants where'he came, were very wild and barbarous, 
and his ihyage among them was accordingly ; for here 
meeting wiUia people oi fierce and untiaftable humour, 
he was treated by them with great inhumanity ; from 
whom after all his labours and fufferings, a numerous 
convex fion of perfons to chriilianity, he obtained at laft 
tb^crown of martyrdom, in the fixty firft year from 
^Cur Lord’s nativity. ‘ 

There is little certainty of the manner of his death 
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fome writers of reputation report, that he died at a 
place called Sebaftople, and that he was buried near the 
temple of the fun, 'Another relates, That he was 
feized by the Jews, and as a blafphemer, to have beet) 
firft Ironed and then beheaded. But the Greeks and 
other antiquaries write*, That he was crucified, and that 
his body was prefeived a long time at Jerufalem, Tup. 
pofed to have been tranflated by devotibn of Helena, 
mother to Cpnftantine the Great to Rome ; where 
fome parts of it are pretended to be Ihown with great 
veneration though others with much fiercenefs con- 
tend, that his relics are brought to, and are ftill pre- 
served m Iriers in Germany, His memory is celebrated 
m the weftem churches, Feb. 24. Among many ether 
apocryphal writings attributed to the apoftles, there 
was a gofpel publifiied under the name of St. Matthias, 
mentioned by Etilebi us, and condemned with the reft, 
by Goiullus bifiiop of Rome, as it had been reje#ed by 
others before him. Under his name alfo, there were 
extant traditions cited by Clement of Alexandria, from 
whence doubtlels the Nicolai tans publifiied many vile 
and fcandalous do&rines, and the Marcionites and Val- 
entmians under the pretended patronage of his name, 
defended fome of the moft ahfurd and impious opinions. 



The LIFE of St. B ARUAB AS 9 the dp file of the Gen- 
tiles t who was Jloncd by the Jews at Sal amis* 

, His Feftival is obferved, Jane (i. 

Y T E was firft named Jofes,or Jofeph, and afterwards 
JkJt - Barnabas, Which fignifies, ‘The fonof confola- 
tion^t g?ven him by- the apoftles, beCaufe he had a 
Angular gift and art in comforting the weak ; He being 
reprefented in the holy writ, as a pet foil of a com- 
p alii on ate, mild andeafy temper, very ready to forgive 
injuries, yet of a majeftic and awful carriage, com- 
manding refpedt and reverence j he was a Jew of the 
triberof Levi, and is reckoned to be the principal of the 
feventy difciples. After our Lord's afepnfion, perceiv- 
ing that the neceffities of the churches required relief, 
he fold an eftate which he had in the ifle, of Cyprus* 
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and brought the whole price to be diftribnted by the* 
apoftles, to thofe that were moft indigent, and in want*- 
this pi a<ftice was followed by feveral other chriftians at 
that time, none of them thinking it juft or reafonable 
for themfelves to live in plenty while their , brethren 
were reduced to ftraits for want of the conveniences of 
this life, and therefore had all things ia common p 
wherein the charity of Barnabas was very remarkable, 
his eftate being much larger than any of the reft, who 
gave the firft example of charity and bounty to the 
church. 

After the fale of his eftate, he made his residence in 4 
Jerufalem, whither Paul coming three years after his 
convcrfion,- the apoftles denied him admittance into 
their fociety, who had been fuch a furious perfecutor of* 
the chriftians, and made his name terrible among them* 
But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apoftles 
and declared unto them, how he had feen the Lord on> : 
the way, and how he had fpoken to him, and that he ' 
had preached boldly atDamafcus, in the name of Jefus;.; 
whereupon he was received into their fellow ftiip^nd he 
was with them, coming in and going out at Jerufalem,, 
aiferting to the Jews, that Jefus was the true Mefftab, 
by which he fo enraged the Jews called Heleroifts, that 
they confpired to take away his life. 

Some years after, fome chriftian Jews fled from the ' 
periecution that was Taifed at Jerufalem, about St. 
Stephen : when they were in the church of Antioch,* 
as they miniftered to the Lord the Holy Ghoft faid,' 
* Separate me Barnabas and. Saul, for the work 
•"whereto I have called them fo when they had 
fafted and prayed, and laid their hands on diem, they 
fent them away. Barnabas coming to Antioch, to fet 
things in order, upon his arrival, beheld with great joy 
the great progrefs of the gofpel among them, and ex- 
horting them to continue ftedfaft in the truth, and 
doctrines of chriftiaairy, confirming many therein ; he ! 
afterward fent for Paul to Antioch, to aflift him in the 
propagation of the gofpel ; and he, with Paul carried 
the contributions of the chriftians of Antioch to 
jerufalem ; at length upon fome difference about 
circumcifton, they were feparated, Barnabas failing to 
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Cyprus, and Paul to Syria and Cilicia, but they were 
afterwards fully reconciled, retaining their chrittian 
charity and love to one another, and to the fouls of their 
brethren, and then parted by dillant regions fropi each 
other. 

Some of the aacients write, that he continued till 
his death in Cyprus, but preached the gofpel in other 
places, and was 'lent by him to Corinth, along with 
Titus. He was a prophet, a teacher, of whom, the coun- 
cil of the apoftles gave this chara&er, that he was a 
man who had hazarded hislife for the Lord Jefus. and 
had entirely given op himfelf to the labour of preach- 
ing the gofpel. There is. an epiftle that goes under 
his name ; which, if he was the author of, he mull: have 
lived till after the deltru&ion of Jerusalem, which was 
feventv years after the birth of our Saviour ; and is re- 
corded to have fufFered martyrdom, being ftoned to 
death by the Jews at Salamis, and to have been buried 
within a furlong of that city ; there is like wile a gofpel 
attributed to him, as well as to St. Matthias ; and a- 
nother p£ th<? a&s of Barnabas, pretended t* be writ- 
ten by John Mark, his coufin,' who went with him into 
Cyprus, bpth of them feem to be the inventions of lome 
perfpns in latter ages, being filled with iaJbles and im- 
pel tinences. 

The LIFE of St. PAUL, who was beheaded at Rome , by 
Nero, the Roman tyrant - 

His feaft is celebrated, January 25. 

S T. PAUL was born at Tarfus, the Metropolis of 
Cilicia, a city very rich, with an academy and 
fchools for polite learning and Philol'ophy ; his parents 
were Jews, of the tribe of Benjamin, the youngeit ,1'on 
of the old patriarch, Jacob, who thus propheficd of him, 
“ Benjamin fhall ravtjp as a wolf ; in the morning ne 
“Ihaii devour the prey, and at night he (hall divide d,e 
u fpoil this prophetical character Tenulian and on .rs 
after him will have to be accompliihed ir. om apod e 1 
“ as the; ravenous wolf in the morning, devouring the 
w prey 1" that is,, a perfecut®! c£ the church in' the fiift 
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part of his life,* deflroying the fbck of God ; 4 and T* 
4 tire evening dividing the fpoil / that is, in his declined 
arid reduced age, a do&or of the nation, feeding and 
diltributirrg to CWrift’s fheep. ' 

In his youth he was educated at Tarfus, being fully 
inftruded in the fchools, in all liberal arts and fciences- 
thereby he became acquainted with all foreign learn* 
ing ; and the Jews having a maxim, 4 that he whe> 
4 learns not his lbn a trade, teacheth him to be a thief/ 
he was bred a tent-maker, and therefore in the writings 
cf the Rabbies, they were generally nominated by thei* 
callings, as 4 Rabbi Jofes the tanner, Rabbi Jochamar* 
4 the ihoe-maker, Rabbi Juda the baker; they daily 
v.oiking at their trades, to maintain themfelves with 
their own hands : Having laid foundations of human 
learning at Tarfus, he was fent by his parents to Jeru- 
salem, to be perfe&'ed in thefludy of the law, under the 
tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, the fon of that Simon, who 
ft is thought came into the temple and took Chrift into 
his arms. Gamalie, was prefident of the court of the 
Sanhedrim, and dc&or of the civil law, who made that 
wife and excellent fpeech in behalf of the apoftles and' 
Ilnur dodrine ; nay, he is laid to be a chtiffian, and his 
fitting in that great council is connived at by the apofr 
ties that he might the better favor their affairs. Among 
t in various feds of the Jewilh church, he was efpccfally 
educated in the principles and.inflitutions of die phart- 
who were excefiively proud and infolent, ceniur- 
uig whofoever \va$ not of their way, as reprobates ; 
counting none pious but themfelves, and all others were 
fons of the ear ill : probably Paul might be of a better 
principle than fome others, however, he could not en* 
~ur& contradi&ion nor novelty in religion, and there- 
fore, when the Jews put St. Stephen to death he flood 
by, and kept the clothes of his executioner V and there.*- 
by loudly pioclaimed his confer^ to his martyrdom. 

The ftorm thus began, a violent perfecution of the 
chnftians began at Jerufalem, wherein our apofHe was 
a prime agent, being employed by the high pi ie ft, to 
hunt and find oat thefe new heretics, who preached 
again (l the law of Mefes ; getting .a warrant from the. 
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Sandfcedrrm, to go and dtdurb the fyn^gogues at Da- 
maicus, whither many of the poor diftrefled chriftians 
were fled. But God defigning him for work of anoth- 
er nature, ftopt him in his journey, as we read at large 
in the a&s of theapoftleS, as likewife of his travels in 
Paleftine and adjacent countries, and his dangerous 
voyage to Rome. % 

When he came to Rome, he .acquainted the Jewish 
confiftory,that tho he had been guilty of no crime, yethe 
was delivered into the hands of the Roman governors, 
only for his conftantly afl'erting ^ the refurre&ion of the 
dead, which was the. hope of every true liiaelite, They 
replied, * that they had received no advice concerning 

* his religion which was every where decryed both by 
4 the Jews and Gentiles.’ At a da^ appointed he dif- 
couTfed to them from morning to night, concernir\g the 
do&rine of the holy Jefus, yet foine pei filling in their 
infidelity, he told them plainly, * that henceforth he 

* would' turn his preaching to the Gentiles, who would 
‘ be glad to accept what they had fcornfully rejected.’ 

He was called by two names, one Hebrew, . the 
other Latin, probably- referred both tor his Jewilh and 
Roman capacity and relation ; Saul was a name com- 
mon in the tribe of Benjamin ever fmee the firlf king of 
Ifirael, who was chofen out of that tribe in memory 
whereof they £o named their children at their circum- 
cifion. His other was Paul, afTumed by him, as fiome 
think, at * his conversion, to denote his humility : and 
others, that it Was iu memory of his converting Ser- 
gius Paulus, ,tbe Roman governor to the ebriftian faith. 

After this be was brought to his fir ft beaung before 
the Roman, emperor, where thofe friends .which he ex- 
pe<fted Ihouldftand by him plainly deferted him, but 
God flood by him and encouraged him. Two years 
lie preached at Rome, in his own hired houfe, convert- 
ing fome of all ranks and qualities, yea, feveral belong- 
ing to the court itfelf ; here he met with Peter, and they 
were both together thrown' into prifon, upon the perfe- 
ction railed againft the chriftians, under pretence they 
had fired the city, tho it was done by Nero’s fpeciai 
command. Some of the ancients make him engaged 
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with Peter in procuring the fall of that miferablc wretch 
Simon Magus, which ttirred up the Emperor’s impla- 
cable rage and fury againfl him. Another writes, that 
having converted one of Nero’s concubines, of whom w 
he was extremely fond, and reduced her to a life of 
much ftiitfnefs and chattily,' fo that fhe abfolutely re- 
filled to comply with the emperor’s wanton and im- 
pure embraces ; he thereupon treated the apoftle out- 
rageoufly, calling him impoftor, and a perverter of his 
fubje&s ; giving orders that he lhould he fent to prifon ; 
but undci (landing that, he ftill continued to perfuade 
the lady ; who vi'fited him* to continue in her chriflian 
and pious refolution, he comijiandcd . him to be put to 
death. As a Roman citizen, he was exempted from 
fcourging, as malefactor? ufed to be before their execu- 
tion ; to which when he was led, he is laid to have con- 
verted three f£ the foldiers who guarded him, and 
within a fe.w days after, by the emperor’s command, 
became martyrs for the\faith. Being come to the 
place, about three miles from Rome, he cheerfully 
gave his neck to the fatal %oke ; crucifying being too 
infamous a death for any but the wortt: of fiaves ; be- 
heading being counted a more noble kind of death a- 
mong mofl nations. 

Tradition reported, {which many of the fathers veri- 
fy) that when he wa:- beheaded, a liquor more like milk 
than blood iftiied from his veins, and fpouted -upon the 
clothes of the executioner, which St. Chryfoftom faith 
became the means of his converfion, with many others 
to the faith ; he adds that the apottle fuffered martyr- 
dom in the fixty eighth year of his age, and Conftantine 
built a ftately church to his memory, where his remains 
were buried about two hundred years after. 

FINIS. - . - 
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